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speaker and  the esteem with which he is justly   CFLA
regarded in every part of the Commonwealth.    Sir ^^
Charles Lucas was the first head of the Dominions
branch of the Colonial Office,    He has visited the
Dominions, and, before as well as after his retire-
. ment, has devoted his leisure to writing their history.
The official traditions of British colonial policy could
scarcely find an exponent in whom the qualities of ex-
perience and scholarship are more perfectly combined.

In examining his words, however, as quoted His
above, it is fair to notice that they were uttered on anaiys
the spur of the moment We must not, therefore,
expect precisely the same exactitude in the use of
terms as if the words in question were extracted
from his writings. When speaking, for instance,
of Imperial Union as a * Union of English People/
he obviously means a union of self-governing peoples
in the British Empire. It is necessary to note
this, because when he goes on to say that 'any
* cut-and-dried system would be fatal, contrary to
6 English history,' he is probably using English in
the stricter sense. And here in truth is the key
to the whole position. A student who consults
the subject catalogue of a great library for serious-
works on the history of the Uritixh Kwpire, under
that heading, will be largely disappointed Beyond
a few school-books and brief compilations lie will
find little to his purpose. His studies will have
to be founded mainly on books ranked under the
heading of English history \ and these, as he will find,
are largely devoted to describing how the British
Constitution,, as it now is, grew from the primitive
custom of the Anglo-Saxons, The minds of their
authors are preoccupied with this process of growth,
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